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Iowa Library Association 


Burlington, Iowa 
October 13-15, 1940 


The fifty-first meeting of the Iowa 
Library Association will long be re- 
membered by those present, not only 
because nothing was left undone to 
add to the enjoyment and comfort of 
the 228 librarians and friends who at- 
tended, nor because every meeting be- 
gan on time, but because it marked 
definite progress in many ways. The 
report of the Committee on Action was 
adopted with but two dissenting votes. 
The trustees organized, elected officers, 
and outlined their program for carry- 
ing out the plans of the Association. 

The program was unusually fine, be- 
ginning with a meeting planned for the 
children’s and school librarians. Amelia 
H. Munson in her talk, ‘‘First Things 
First,’’ made a helpful and inspiring 
plea for work on a higher level with 
boys and girls. Those who heard her 
will long remember the musical and 
unforgettable quoting of some of the 
world’s finest poetry and prose. 

The Reverend A. B. Lemke, of 
Princeton, Illinois, spoke at the Sunday 
evening meeting in charge of the 
Friends of the Library group. In his 
talk on George Washington and the 
Sphinx he pointed out the challenge 
to librarians in offering service which 
is particularly needed today. Psychol- 
ogists tell us that the forebrain matures 
when individuals are 25-40 years old. 
At this time, when inspiration and en- 
couragement is especially needed, the 
only institution which can give it is 
the public library. Librarians must 
help their patrons to read critically 
and in such a way that this maturing 
will be aided. Americans have in their 
hands the making of a permanent and 
human kind of society that will spread 
throughout the world. We, as librari- 
ans, are privileged to be part of that 
maturity process which will take place 
and make Americans the hope of the 
world. 

The Johnson Brigham plaque was 
awarded to Paul Engle for his book 
of poems, ‘‘Corn.’’ 

Mrs. Raymond Sayre spoke for the 


Iowa Farm Bureau. She mentioned the 
awareness of the rural people of Iowa 
of the need for books. The first re. 
quest for extension of library service 
came in 1858 from the Humboldt Agri- 
cultural Society who wanted books for 
their people. The women’s committee 
of the Farm Bureau has been studying 
the means of equalizing educational 
and cultural opportunities for several 
years. They studied the plans used 
in all the states. They are convinced 
that this cannot be done on a local 
basis, nor on a county basis. It must 
be a statewide movement. They have 
at present 57 county library chairmen 
in Iowa and 876 townships have de- 
veloped library programs. The only 
possible way to get library service is 
to work together for it. Some object 
to a centralization of government as a 
threat to democracy, forgetting that 
lack of opportunity is a more serious 
threat. 

Pierre Van Paassen and Lilian Mow- 
rer, in their vivid pictures of Euro- 
pean experiences and situations, pressed 
home to all their listeners the need of 
equalization of opportunities in our 
democracy in order to make it endur- 
ing. 

Charles H. Brown, in his talk on 
‘*Libraries and National Defense,’’ out- 
lined the work which is under way and 
emphasized the need for more intelli- 
gent and unified effort. Mr. Brown, 
as chairman of the Board on Library 
Action, explained the organization and 
objectives of that board and presented 
their recommendations. 

The recommendation that the Iowa 
Library Association express full agree- 
ment with the resolutions passed at the 
library meeting at Sioux City in 1935 
authorizing the organization of six 
branches of the state library to estab- 
lish and administer small library units 
or stations in rural centers and rural 
schools and in addition aid and co 
ordinate existing libraries of the towns 
and smaller cities, these six branches 
to perform on a greatly enlarged and 
localized scale the work now done by 
the State Traveling Library, was ac- 
cepted with two dissenting votes, the 


242 





8:0 


8:0: 








eS Baar ee TK Oe Pf & 








only change being that nine regional 
libraries were substituted for six. 

The recommendation that the Iowa 
Library Association authorize the 
Board on Library Action to decide 
which of the bills under consideration 
should be passed at the coming session 
and which should not was unanimous- 
ly adopted. 

In their meeting, the library trustees 
went on record as favoring the develop- 
ment of regional libraries and an in- 
ereased millage for public libraries. 


PROGRAM 


SuNpDAY, OcToser 13 
10:00 A. M.—Registration and viewing of ex- 
hibits 
12—Luncheon, Committee on Library Ac- 
tion, Charles H. Brown, chairman 
1:00 P. M.—Luncheon, Publicity Committee, 
Elsie Schinzel, chairman 
3:00 P. M.—First General Session 
Address of welcome, Max Conrad, Mayor 
of Burlington 
Address of welcome, J. Tracy Garrett, 
president, Burlington library board 
Response, Lillian Sutherland, second vice 
pres‘dent, Iowa Library Association 
Address, “First Things First,” Amelia H. 
Munson, assistant superintendent, 
school work, New York Public Library 


6:00 P. M.—Trustees’ supper and program, 
Mrs. Dorothy Houghton, Red Oak, chair- 
man 
Introduction of distinguished guests 
“Libraries and Iowa,” Mrs. Katherine 
Willis, Fairfield 

“Libraries and Rural Districts,” Mrs. 
Elbert Read, Shenandoah 

“Libraries and the Small Town,” Mrs. 
Frances Turner, Corning 

“Libraries and the Bookmobile,” Mrs. 
Jerome Oppenheimer, Chariton 

“Libraries and Legislation,” Frank E. 
Ellis, Maquoketa 

Address, “Iowa State Board of Education 
at Our Five Schools,” Richard Plock, 
Burlington, member of State Board of 
Education 

Junior Members’ buffet supper, Dorothea 
Fox, chairman 


8:00 P. M.—General session—Friends of the 
Library Meeting—Public invited 
Presentation of Johnson Brigham 

Plaque, Lydia Margaret Barrette 
Address, “George Washington or the 
Sphinx?” the Reverend Andrew B. 
Lemke 

9:30 P. M.—Informal reception, in charge 
of the Burlington Public Library staff 

Monpay, Ocroper 14 


8:00 A. M.—Sectional breakfasts 
Children’s and school librarians, Marian 
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C. Young, chairman; Thelma Spicer, 
presiding 

Hospital and Institutional Librarians, 
Mary Parmelee, chairman 

“Hospital Library Service:” 

“The Value from the Doctor's and Pa- 
tient’s Standpoint,” Dr. G. B. Crow, 
Burlington; Mary Elder, Superin- 
tendent, Burlington Hospital; Sister 
Mary Philabert, Superintendent, St. 
Francis Hospital, Burlington 

“The Value from the Nurses’ Stand- 
point,” Sister Mary Carmen Marie, 
Mercy Hospital, Burlington; Ade- 
laide Beers, Burlington Hospital 

“Code of Ethics for Hospital Librari- 
ans,” Elizabeth Hodson, Cedar Rap- 
ids 

9:00 A. M.—Trustees’ section business meet- 
ing, Mrs. Dorothy Houghton, chairman 
10:30 A. M.—General session 
Address, “Libraries and National De- 
fense,” Charles H. Brown, Ames, presi- 
dent-elect American Library Associa- 
tion 
Report of the Extension Committee 
Francis Warner, chairman 
Report of the Committee on Library Ac- 
tion, Charles H. Brown, chairman 
12:30 P. M—Luncheon, Iowa Summer Li- 
brary School Society 
2:00—General Session 
Report of Librarian, State Traveling Li- 
brary, Blanche A. Smith 
Report of Nominating Committee, Letha 
Davidson, chairman 
Report of Certification Committee, 
Blanche A. Smith, chairman 
Report of Constitution Committee, Edna 
Giesler, chairman 
3:00 P. M.—Boat ride on the river 
6:30 P. M.—Banquet 
8:15 P. M.—General session—Open to the 
public—Address, “The European Scene,” 
Pierre Van Paassen 


TvuespAy, OcTroper 15 


8:00 A. M.—Sectional Breakfasts 
Public libraries, Lucile Davis, chairman 

“Does the Public Library Give the 
Community Full Value for the Tax- 
ation Received?”: 

“As Seen by a Business Man,” John 
A. Dailey, Jr., attorney 

“As Seen by a Mother,” Mrs. Guy A. 
Smith 

“As Seen by a Teacher,” R. K. Corlett, 
principal of a junior high school 

“As Seen by a Non-resident Borrower,” 
the Reverend Edw. D. Byrd, Middle- 
town, Iowa 

College and Reference Section, Anna 

Jean Evans, chairman 

“What Can We Do to Improve Rural 
Library Service?” Frances Warner, 
Ames 

“War Materials and National Defense 
As They Affect the Reference De- 
partment,” May Ditch, Ottumwa 














“Iowa Documents,” Mary Brown Hum- 
phrey, State University of Iowa 
10:30 A. M.—General Session 
“W.P. A. Work in Iowa,” Jeanne C. Lew- 
is, statewide supervisor of W. P.A. li- 
brarians 
“The Use of Recent Books in Dramatic 
Book Sermons,” Dr. W. T. Smith, 
member Burlington library board 
Business Meeting 
Election of Officers 
Voting on constitution changes 
2:00 P. M.—General Session 
Address, “Journalist’s Wife,” Lilian T. 
Mowrer 
3:30 P. M.—Tea, Burlington Public Library 


Iowa Library Trustees 


The trustees’ section of the Iowa 
Library Association met Monday, Octo- 
ber 14, 1940, at 9 o’clock. There were 
about 25 present. Mrs. Dorothy Hough- 
ton presided. The committee appointed 
at the meeting the evening before, Mrs. 
C. C. Van Epps, Iowa City; Mrs. Fran- 
eis Turner, Corning; and Mrs. J. W. 
Billingsley, Newton, presented their 
report. They recommended the organ- 
ization of the trustees with the follow- 
ing officers: Mrs. Neal Hammer, New- 
ton, president; Lyle Cassat, Clarinda, 
vice-president ; Mrs. Walter Hunt, Fair- 
field, secretary, and Mrs. Harry Narey 
of Spirit Lake and Mrs. C. H. MeNider, 
Mason City, members of the executive 
board. The recommendation of the 
committee was adopted. 

In lieu of a constitution it was de- 
cided to adopt governing rules to be 
formulated by the executive committee 
and a committee be appointed to out- 
line a constitution. A discussion of 
legislative matters followed. The mo- 
tion was carried that the trustees push 
a two mill tax levy. Mrs. Raymond 
Sayre explained the regional library 
plan and what it will mean to rural 
people. The trustees’ group went on 
record as unanimously endorsing the 
regional library plan as outlined by 
the committee on library action for 
the Iowa Library Association. The 
discussion of certification of librarians 
brought out the fact that it will be 
better to postpone this until the region- 
al library plan is adopted. It was 
suggested that the governing rules of 
the trustees’ organization be published 


in the Quarterly. The suggestion was 
made that any material intended for 
library boards be sent to the president 
or secretary of the board, as well as 
to the librarian. 


A Cinderella Story 
Told to the Trustees Section at Burlington, 
October 13, 1940, by Mrs. Francis Turner, 
Corning, Iowa 

Once upon a time when we were 
very young, you and I wept great salty 
tears over the sufferings of lovely Cin- 
derella. Tonight I propose to tell you 
the story of another Cinderella in the 
hope that together we can do some- 
thing to alleviate her sufferings. 

In the old story you remember that 
Cinderella was both good and beauti- 
ful but, because she was dressed in 
east offs and looked anemic, few ap- 
preciated her beauty. Her small- 
visioned stepmother lavished the fam- 
ily substance on her far less beautifully 
visaged elder sisters. The only bright 
spots in Cinderella’s life came when 
her fairy godmother waved a wand 
and made her a lady for a night. But 
the clock would always strike twelve 
—and we all know what happened then. 
It took the love of Prince Charming to 
make Cinderella permanently the daz- 
zling, magnetic creature she was meant 
to be. 

Now near the center of practically 
every small Iowa town of between 
1,000 to 2,500 population, there is a 
Cinderella institution—the Publie Li- 
brary. A Cinderella, B. P. (before the 
Prince). These small libraries are fine 
and do much useful work—but because 
they are Cinderellas B. P., they never 
attain their maximum capacity for 
‘‘winning friends and influencing peo- 
ple.’’ At best, these small libraries are 
the stepchildren of municipal govern- 
ment—existing on a dole pathetically 
small in proportion to the amounts 
lavished on sister institutions of far 
less intrinsic value. At worst, they 
are just plain orphans, kept alive 
through the kind offices of the ladies 
of local women’s clubs. Some of these 
libraries have fairy godmothers who 
dress them up with gifts. But for the 
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libraries, too, the clock always strikes 
twelve—the gift paint gets thin, the 
gift building needs repairs, the gift 
books grow dog-eared and worn. Prob- 
ably without exception these small li- 
braries desperately need to find a 
Prince Charming. 





That is the general picture. I should 
now like to illuminate it with facets and 
figures about our Corning Library. 
This particular library is probably more 
fortunate than many of our small Iowa 
libraries in that it has had several wise 
and very generous fairy godmothers. 
However, its paramount problem is 
probably the paramount problem of 
the other libraries in its category—and 
a discussion of that problem may prove 
beneficial. 


As you have guessed, this paramount 
problem is low income. The American 
Library Association, I believe, esti- 
mates that the small library must have 
$4,000 to $5,000 yearly to function at 
maximum efficiency. Please bear that 
statement in mind as I give you the 
Corning figures. For the support of 
our library, the Corning Town Council 
levies the maximum millage allowed 
by Iowa law. Before the depression, 
that levy gave us a steady income of 
just under $2,000 a year. Today that 
same levy yields an ineome of just 
over $1,300 a year—a decrease of some- 
thing over a third since the roaring 
‘20's.’ That $1,300 keeps our library 
alive and is supplying a vital and ap- 
preciated service to the town but it 
certainly allows for no furbelows. A 
trained librarian is out of the question ; 
the partially trained librarians who 
serve us efficiently and cheerfully must 
be paid very low salaries; for book 
buying there is a mere pittance. Just 
think—a mere pittance for books, the 
life blood of a library! Furthermore, 
since the decrease in income, our Li- 
brary Board has had to become a group 
of short cut artists. For example, in 
the palmy days of a $2,000 income, we 
provided free library service to every 
resident of Adams County. We now 
have to charge our rural users for that 
service. They do not like it—and no 
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amount of explaining seems to make 
them understand. 

Lest the picture look altogether 
black I should like to enumerate the 
white spots. First, there is the excel- 
lent service we receive from the State 
Traveling Library. Second, there is 
the successful use of a rental shelf as 
a means of securing current fiction and 
the less bulky non-fiction. On this 
shelf, we leave books only long enough 
to pay for themselves. Third, there is 
our discovery of the special mainten- 
ance levy which a town council may 
make for library building improvement 
and repair. This year we asked our 
Council for it for the first time; we are 
to receive it; and are to have a badly 
needed coat of paint both inside and 
out. 

This is our Corning situation. What 
is the solution? I should like to make 
two separate suggestions. 

First, we should work unceasingly 
for the passage of the Iowa Library 
Association sponsored bill which pro- 
vides for an increase in the maximum 
millage permitted Iowa towns for the 
support of municipal libraries. Since 
small town libraries will benefit most, 
small town library trustees should ex- 
ert themselves to get the bill passed. 
They should enlist the support of other 
civic organizations and they should 
consider it their duty to interview 
their county representatives to the 
next Iowa legislature. Nothing is as 
valuable as local pressure. 

My second solution, though it can 
but partially fill our need, will be very 
beneficial to the library generally. I 
refer to the fostering, aiding, and abet- 
ting of a ‘‘Friends of the Library’’ 
organization in each small town. We 
are experimenting with a ‘‘Friends’’ 
group in Corning and have high hopes 
not only of great financial benefit but 
of a definite improvement in general 
community spirit. Into organizational 
details I cannot go, but a few words 
of caution seem in order. 

First, during the process of forma- 
tion the Library Board should always 
remember that its place is in the wings, 
not in the front of the footlights—that 














it must be heard and not seen. The 
central organizing committee of the 
‘*Friends’’ needs to be hand picked— 
but don’t reveal the hand! This or- 
ganizing committee, if it is to be suc- 
cessful, should be composed of people 
with certain definite attributes. They 
should be devoted to the library; they 
should be gluttons for work; and they 
should be generally popular in the 
community. 

Another vital necessity is the ad- 
vance preparation of publie opinion. 
(You know citizens have a way of re- 
senting the passing of the hat for a 
tax supported institution.) Our local 
newspaper was very cooperative in this 
advance preparation. For months they 
gave us free and prominent space for 
our stories which were of the “‘fireside 
chat’’ type. As a result, when the 
membership campaign was launched, 
the organizing committee met with a 
sympathetic reception in homes of 
every type. 

Today 135 Corning households be- 
long to the ‘‘Friends’’ organization. 
Moreover, the library is beginning to 
reap fruit. The ‘‘Friends’’ have given 
it a substantial sum for new books; 
they are conducting a series of Satur- 
day story hours for children; they have 
fine plans on their docket for adult 
activities. 

Such are my two possible solutions 
—a new law and ‘‘Friends’’ organiza- 
tions all over Iowa. Passage of the 
library millage increase bill will really 
give our dear Cinderella her shining 
prince. ‘‘Friends’’ groups, though pro- 
viding no prince, will bring to the 
door a fine magic coach to carry her 
to a brilliant future. 

On this cheerful note, my story ends. 
May our very own Cinderella live hap- 
pily and effectively ever after! 


Junior Members Round Table 
October 13, 1940 


Thirty members attended the annual 
business meeting of the Iowa Junior 
Members Round Table following a 
buffet supper in Burlington, October 
13, 1940. Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, presi- 


dent of the lowa Library Association, 
was present as honored guest. 

The original drawings made by Dor- 
othea Fox, chairman of the group, for 
her book ‘‘Pedalling to Adventure” 
were exhibited on the walls of the 
dining room as a special note of inter- 
est. 

Although the membership chairman 
reported that there are 117 potential 
Junior Members in Iowa, the treasur- 
er’s report disclosed that only six had 
paid their one dollar membership dues, 
The treasury was in a solvent enough 
state, however, that the group was 
able to vote to allow ten dollars for 
typing the compiled list of local index- 
es that the group has worked on as its 
major project for several years. 

The question of qualifications for 
membership in the group came up for 
discussion but no decision was reached. 
Whether being a junior member should 
be a matter of age, length of service, 
or mere interest in the group, is a 
question that needs decision in the near 
future. 

Helen Stevens, children’s librarian 
of the Ericson Public Library, Boone, 
was elected chairman for the coming 
year. Miss Stevens has appointed the 
following committees: 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
Edna Vanek, Chairman, Davenport 
Rose Lyons, Sioux City 
Jean Cassel, Iowa City 
Ronald Rod, Luther College, Decorah 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Anna O’Donnell, Chairman, State University 
of Iowa, Iowa City 
Virginia Irwin, Le Mars 
a Bernice Hadley, Des Moines Public Li- 


rary 
Helen Rex, Marshalltown 
Caroline Knapp, Burlington 
Edna Erickson, Cedar Rapids 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Margaret Davidson, Chairman, State Travel- 
ing Library, Des Moines 
Marcella Klein, Cedar Rapids 
Victoria Hargrave, Iowa State College, Ames 
Mrs. Twila Tromblee, Des Moines Public Li- 
brary 


College Librarians Conference 

Because there seemed little to in- 
terest college librarians in the Col- 
lege and Reference section meeting 
at Burlington, they had a called meet- 
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ing on the day the boat ride was 
cancelled and decided to meet in Des 
Moines during State Teachers meet- 
ing. Accordingly, they met at Drake 
University, November 9, 1940. A 
luncheon was followed by a meeting 
in the reference room of the Cowles 
Library with Mary Reed, of Central 
College, presiding. There were forty- 
five present; twelve from Iowa State 
College, eight from the University, 
six from Drake, three from Iowa 
State Teachers College, and represent- 
atives from Grinnell, Simpson, Cen- 
tral, Parsons, Luther, Iowa Wesleyan 
and several junior colleges. Some of 
the subjects which were discussed 
were: ‘‘The Place of the Library in 
the College of Today,’’ ‘‘Student As- 
sistants,’’ ‘‘Exchange Publications,’’ 
and ‘‘Publicity.’’ Interest was shown 
in having this group continue as a 
round table separate from the refer- 
ence librarians whose problems are 
quite different from those of college 
librarians. Frances Warner, of Iowa 
State College; Anna Kelly, of Mar- 
shalltown Junior College; and Mary 
E. Reed, of Central College, were ap- 
pointed on a committee to see that 
a vital program is planned for the 
next meeting of the Iowa Library As- 
sociation. Hope was expressed that 
the meeting of the Iowa Library As- 
sociation be set at some time other 
than early September when attend- 
ance would necessarily be difficult for 
eollege librarians. 


Report of the Librarian of the State 
Traveling Library, 1940 

The most interesting part of any 
experiment is the result. ‘‘How did 
it come out?’’ is the natural question 
after an effort has been made to put 
certain things together in a certain 
way to obtain a given result. 

We have been experimenting with a 
plan that has been thought about for 
along time. Finally, we have brought 
about a situation which is the first 
step to bring about greater unity in 
Iowa library circles, and to inerease 
the efficiency of our libraries. I refer 
to the reorganization of the state li- 
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braries. There is justifiable curiosity 
as to the success of the reorganization. 
While it is too early to state results, 
there are some facts that will show the 
trends. 

In combining three libraries under 
one head, the number of the staff mem- 
bers has been reduced. There are 16 
on the staff of the State Traveling Li- 
brary (two janitorial) instead of 22 
who made up the staffs of the three 
before the reorganization. The fact 
that we need more people is beside the 
point. We are not proud of the fact 
that we are having to operate on an 
appropriation of $30,060, but it is an 
increase over the $19,500 upon which 
we operated in the biennium just pre- 
ceding the upheaval. 

The reorganization bill called for a 
division of books between the Univer- 
sity and Iowa State College libraries. 
Approximately 5,000 bound magazines 
were transferred to these libraries 
after carefully considering the needs 
of the libraries and the special em- 
phasis of each. 

We have 262,677 books in the State 
Traveling Library to draw on in our 
work as compared with the 73,224 
which belonged to the Library Com- 
mission. At least half of these, how- 
ever, are reference books which can- 
not circulate. : 

Our circulation has increased 21.6%. 
It was 247,468 in 1936-38; 311,064 in 
1938-40. We are handling a greater 
amount of work with smaller staff 
and less expenditure. But there are 
other things which are important. 

While it cannot be measured in fig- 
ures, there is a gratifying increase in 
interest in library affairs over the 
state. More organizations are making 
increased efficiency of libraries and 
equitable distribution of library facili- 
ties part of the programs for which 
they are working. Letters of inquiry 
from those who do not have library 
service and from those who use what 
they have and desire more show that 
there are many people who are net 
content to be without books in these 
days when the message of the printed 
page is so important. 
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There is a third trend which is 
gratifying to those who believe in our 
profession and the possibilities for im- 
provement of service. This is the 
trend toward higher standards.  Li- 
brary boards are getting better trained 
librarians as openings occur. Librari- 
ans themselves are seeing to it that 
they are going to be ready for better 
positions as they open up. The oppor- 
tunity for taking library training in 
units is being used by several ambitious 
librarians now holding good positions. 

The need of added financial support 
is being faced by those who direct the 
policies of libraries, and by those who 
use them. The Friends of Libraries 
groups which are springing up testify 
to the responsibility which our friends 
feel for the welfare of libraries. 

Our radio broadcasts twice a month 
over WHO acquaint potential borrow- 
ers with the service which is theirs 
for the asking. And we are finding it 
necessary to keep lists of the books 
mentioned to send out in response to 
the letters which follow. 

The most neglected part of the work 
is field visits. Each trip impresses the 
visitor with the desperate need for 
more field workers who should be able 
to spend days, rather than hours, in 
the libraries visited. There is plenty 
of work: to be done and a desire to 
have the assistance which should be 
extended. One person could easily 
spend her time helping librarians to 
weed their shelves of dead timber— 
the hardest task which confronts any 
librarian and the one requiring the 
most knowledge of books and experi- 
ence in their use. This greatest need 
points more than anything else to the 
necessity of having regional centers 
from which such service can be ex- 
tended. 

This year we sent out a question- 
naire asking librarians of public li- 
braries to report their salaries and that 
of their staff members. This was not 
done from curiosity but as a matter 
of record. It is necessary to know 
what salaries are being received in 
order to know ‘how to recommend 
changes of positions. These’ salaries 


made an interesting study. One is 
forced to the conclusion that there is 
something in library work which holds 
the worker—something besides the fi- 
nancial remuneration. It has often been 
said that a missionary fervor spurs 
librarians on. The following figures 
will show that we do work for the love 
of the work. 

There are 20 public libraries in communi- 
ties of 10,000 and over. The average salary 
is $2,228. Of these librarians 14 are trained 
(at least one year); 6 summer schoo! trained. 

There are 14 public libraries in communi- 
ties of 5,000 to 10,000. The average salary is 
$1,322. Of these librarians 5 are trained, 8 
are summer school trained, 1 has no training. 

There are 64 public libraries in communi- 
ties of 2,000 to 5,000. The average salary is 
$851. Of these librarians 6 are trained, 31 
are summer school trained, 28 have no train- 
ing. 

There are 91 public libraries in communi- 
ties of less than 2,000. The average salary 
is $286 (variation from $60 to $1,020). Of 
these librarians there are none trained and 
14 summer school trained. 

Three Public Libraries Do Not Pay Their 
Librarian Any Salary But Depend On Volun- 
teer Help. 

The average salary for the trained librari- 
ans is $1,816. 

No, librarians in Iowa, at least, are 
not becoming wealthy on the salaries 
they receive. But, actuated as we are 
by a desire to make books an important 
thing in the lives of the people of the 
state, united in this purpose and effort, 
we look forward to the realization of 
the next step of our program, which 
is the establishment of more distribut- 
ing centers where more books may be 
provided for more people. 

BLANCHE A. SMITH, 
Librarian 


Librarian-Author Honored 
In recognition of the publication 
of her book, ‘‘Pedalling to Adven- 
ture,’’ fellow members of the Cedar 
Rapids Public Library staff honored 


Dorothea M. Fox with a tea the day _ 


the book was published. The tea was 
held in the Art room of the library. 
‘*Pedalling to Adventure,’’ published 
by the Torch Press, Cedar Rapids, is 
the account of a trip taken by Miss 
Fox during the summer of 1939 from 
Cedar Rapids to LaCrosse, Wisconsin, 
by bieyele and boat. The book is il- 
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lustrated with photographs and draw- 
ings by the author. Much local history 
of this particular section has been in- 
corporated in the book. Readers in- 
terested in the Youth Hostel move- 
ment and older boys and girls will find 
the book most interesting—E. H. 


Iowa Summer Library School Luncheon 


There were 26 present at the annual 
reunion of those who have attended 
the Iowa summer library school. Miss 
Felsenthal presided in the absence of 
the president. Each member present 
was called upon to identify herself 
and her connection with the school. 
Miss Felsenthal reported that they are 
planning to have library summer school 
next summer. 

The following officers were elected: 
Alice Thompson, Ottumwa, president; 
Helen Stevens, Boone, vice-president ; 
Doris Rockefeller, Sioux City, secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


School Librarians’ Luncheon 


Fifty school librarians attended the 
luncheon at Hotel Savery on November 
8 and as many more came in later to 
hear the address by Dr. Dora V. Smith, 
Professor of Education at the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota. In discussing her 
subject, ‘‘Guiding Adolescent Read- 
ing,’’ Dr. Smith stressed the fact that 
those who would guide children in their 
reading must think of books in rela- 
tion to the individual child’s interests 
and needs. Her illustrations were 
helpfully specific and interesting. 

A. J. Steffey discussed the work of 
the State Department of Public In- 
struction in improving school libraries. 
Aleta J. Malmberg gave the final re- 
port of the committee on certification 
and standards. She stated that the 
number of special certificates issued 
since July 1, 1933, by the State Depart- 
ment of Publie Instruction were: six 
original three-year special certificates ; 
one three-year special certificate re- 
newed; and eight original five-year 
special certificates. 

Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, in reporting 
the activities of the sub-committee of 
the Iowa Library Association Board on 








Action, gave their findings as to the 
relation between the school and public 
libraries. 

The officers were elected as follows: 
Thelma Spicer, Oelwein, president; 
Winnie Linguist, Lincoln High School, 
Des Moines, secretary ; Myrtle Dunlap, 
Sudlow Intermediate School, Daven- 
port, one-year term, and Anna Kelly, 
Marshalltown, two-year term, members 
of the executive board. Helen Ruth 
Montague, of Council Bluffs, and A. J. 
Steffey, Des Moines, were chosen ad- 
visory members. 


Iowa Goes to Library School 
These Iowans are attending accred- 
ited library schools: 
Columbia University 
Ainsworth, Lillian Ruth, Council Bluffs 
Battell, Frederic Chapman, Ames 
Bitting, Barbara, Des Moines 
Crooks, Jean Louise, Greenfield 
Kemp, Frances Gertrude, Des Moines 
McNally, Pauline Mary, Waterloo 
University of Denver 
McNaily, Miriam, formerly of Iowa 
Murray, Robert, formerly of Ames 
Standing, Mrs. Winifred B., Oskaloosa 
Stortz, Lillian, Decorah 
University of Illinois 
Braulick, Hiltrude Irene, Waverly 
Cahalan, Thomas H., Harpers Ferry 
University of Michigan 
Carhart, Forrest F., Jr.. Des Moines 
Fagerhaugh, Kenneth H., Decorah 
Preston, Marian Lou, Sioux City 
University of Minnesota 
Kehm, Gladys, Mason City 
Martin, Helen, Council Bluffs 
Mayclin, Edith, Council Bluffs 
Saar, Frances, Council Bluffs 
Strand, Clarice, Gowrie 
Swanson, Ruth, Gowrie 
University of Wisconsin 
Larson, Lola M., Anamosa 
Morling, Mary Helen, Emmetsburg 
Western Reserve University 
Richards, Benjamin Billings, Dubuque 
Tillson, Jack, Boone 
































Summer Library School 

Courses in library training will be 
offered next summer at the State Uni- 
versity in Iowa City, beginning Mon- 
day, June 9. This announcement comes 
from Emma Felsenthal, acting director 
of the school. 

The courses are planned to meet the 
needs of librarians and library assis- 
tants in small public, college, and 
school libraries, junior assistants in 
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medium-sized libraries, and student as- 
sistants in college and university li- 
braries. 

Seven courses will be offered: Li- 
brary administration, for students in- 
terested in public or college libraries; 
reference work ; classification; catalog- 
ing; book selection and book ordering ; 
library work with children; and school 
library service. A full program will 
consist of six courses. 

A bulletin, giving complete descrip- 
tion of the work of the school, will be 
issued early in the spring. Inquiries 
may be addressed to Miss Felsenthal, 
Library Annex, State University of 
Iowa, Iowa City. 


Iowa Library Association Membership 


for 1940 
Eh a RN ge ee a ee gies ge 175 
I lee ae a as oo as gaoabe 120 
ne hah oe oil's ail'b oremleltin 130 
I et aS 2s cab ood beware 69 
Association Staff ...............0.0000s 1 
Association Libraries .................. 10 
Association Librarians ................ 4 
IE. c duu csc cccaccccvecccesee 3 


Treasurer’s Report 
October 1, 1939-December 31, 1939 
Balance on hand October 1, 1939....$ 345.80 


RECEIPTS 
Membership dues ........ $378.53 
Exhibit fees ............. 352.00 
Registration fees.......... 149.00 
Receipts from tickets .... 268.77 
TOTAL RECEIPTS ...... 1,148.30 
Total accounted for ...... 1,494.10 
DISBURSEMENTS 
A. L. A. contributing dues .$ 25.00 
A. L. A. chapter dues ..... 22.75 
Expenses of president .... 17.18 
District meetings ........ 3.17 
Executive Board meeting. 21.02 
cic sascewehee #0 6 57.16 


State Meeting expense.... 974.03 
Legislative Committee .... 





Miscellaneous eee 37.17 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 1,157.48 
Bal. on hand Dec. 31, 1939. $ 336.62 
January 1, 1940-November 1, 1940 
Bal. on hand Jan. 1, 1940.......... $ 336.62 
RECEIPTS 
Membership dues ........ $845.53 
Exhibit fees .............-. 320.00 
Registration fees.......... 116.50 


Receipts from tickets .... 201.50 
Sale of I. L. A. Typewriter 
to Des Moines Pub. Lib... 30.00 





TOTAL RECEIPTS....... 1,513.53 
Total accounted for........ 1,850.15 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Expenses of president ....$ 41.92 
District meetings ........ 64.81 
Executive Board meetings. 103.40 
DE cha dileccecsctcose 32.24 


State Meeting expense.... 703.08 
Legislative Committee.... 103.45 





Miscellaneous ............ 226.50 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 1,275.40 
Bal. on hand Nov. 1, 1940. $ 574.75 


In addition to this balance, the Iowa Li- 
brary Association has a time certificate of 
$262.69, interest at 1%%, in the National 
Bank of Burlington. 


Budget for 1940-41 


A. L. A. Contributing Dues ........ $ 25.00 
A.L. A. Chapter Dues ............ 25.00 

A.L. A. Midwinter Meeting—Presi- 
dent’s expenses ...............+.- 50.00 

President’s expenses—stenographic 
MU BEGIN oc ccccccccccccccces 100.00 
Executive Board meetings ........ 150.00 
District meetings ................. 85.00 
Legislative and Extension ......... 250.00 
Supplies—Stationery, postage, etc.. 100.00 
State Meeting expenses .......... 700.00 
Dive veese abnrecevedene 40.00 
Stenographic report of convention 50.00 
Committee expenses .............. 100.00 
Miscellaneous ................s0005 125.00 
$1,800.00 


Executive Board Meeting 

At a November meeting of the execu- 
tive board of the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion, it was agreed that the association 
support the regional library plan, with 
$250,000 from legislature as a minimum 
goal. It was unanimously agreed that 
the Iowa Library Association meet in 
Ames, September 7, 8, and 9, 1941, and 
that the meeting be preceded by a 
conference on children’s and young 
people’s work. 


American Library Association Mid- 
Winter Meeting, 1940 

The Drake Hotel, at Michigan Ave- 
nue and Oak Street, Chicago, will be 
headquarters for the American Library 
Association Midwinter conference, De- 
cember 27 to 30, 1940. 
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1941 Conference of the American Li- 
brary Association 

June 19 to 25, 1941, has been select- 
ed as the time for the 63rd annual 
conference of the American Library 
Association, to be held in Boston, 
Massachusetts. General sessions will 
be held at Grand Hall in the Mechanics 
Building and the exhibits and group 
meetings at the Hotel Statler. 


PERSONALS 

Laurine Berg, formerly assistant in 
the Eagle Grove library, and Willard 
Soppeland of Fort Dodge, were mar- 
ried October 15, 1940. They will live 
in Fort Dodge. 

Edith M. Brainard, librarian of the 
Southwestern College, at Winfield, 
Kansas, has been elected president of 
the Kansas Library Association. Miss 
Brainard was formerly librarian at 
Eldora, Iowa. 

Zella Cetron, for several years a 
member of the Des Moines library 
staff, was married September 1, 1940, 
to Arthur L. Goulson, Detroit attorney. 

Helen F. Crane, a member of the 
Waterloo library staff, and Richard L. 
Hoy were married September 16, 1940. 
They will live in Waterloo. 

Dorothy Barbara Marks and Boni 
B. Druker, librarian of the State Law 
Library, were married September 22, 
1940. 

Lillian Enlow, librarian of the Wa- 
terloo East High School Library, was 
elected chairman of the library com- 
mittee of the northeastern division of 
the State Teachers Association. Jo- 
sephine Salzman, librarian of the Wa- 
terloo West High School Library, was 
elected secretary and Elizabeth Powers, 
Decorah, publicity director. 

Dorothea Marie Eubank, a member 
of the Sioux City library staff, and 
Clifford Thomas Reed, were married 
November 1, 1940. 

Geraldine Ferring, former member of 
the State Library staff, has gone to 
Marquette, Michigan, where she will 
be assistant librarian at the Northern 
State Teachers College. Miss Ferring 
was graduated from Michigan Library 
School last June. 
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Margaret Frahm, assistant librarian 
of the Onawa Public Library, and Rich- 
ard H. Hansen, of Estherville, were 
married September 4, 1940. 

Margaret Virginia Hall, member of 
the Des Moines Public Library staff, 
and the Reverend Clifford R. Ott, of 
Ieonium, were married in Indianola, 
October 6, 1940. 

Lucile Morsch has been appointed 
chief of the descriptive cataloging di- 
vision of the Library of Congress. 

Mrs. Bonnie Orr is the first full time 
librarian to be employed by the Shel- 
don school board. This position was 
formerly filled by high school and 
junior college teachers. 

Elizabeth E. Perry, of the Davenport 
library staff, was married to Edwin O. 
Hamann, September 7, 1940. They will 
reside in Davenport. 

November 30 was the date chosen 
by Helen L. Phillips for her marriage 
to James Otis Laws, of Auburn, Ala- 
bama. Miss Phillips, formerly a mem- 
ber of the Des Moines Library staff, 
has been county librarian of Arlington 
County, Virginia, for the past year. 

8. Joselyn Way and John D. Pulling, 
Cobleskill, New York, were married 
October 5, 1940, in Urbana, Illinois. 
Mrs. Pulling was librarian at lowa 
Wesleyan College for three years. 

Maxwell O. White, superintendent 
of the serial department of the Uni- 
versity of Iowa Library, was married 
August 22, 1940, to Junore Adolyn of 
Lamoni, Iowa. They are living at 803 
East College Street, Iowa City. 

Helen E. Whittlesey, of the Daven- 
port library staff, and Edward H. Hier- 
onymus were married October 27, 1940. 

Marian Williams, librarian at the 
Maquoketa Public Library for the past 
three years, and Roy V. Maloy, of 
Waterloo, were married September 17, 
1940, at the bride’s home in Columbus 
Junction. They will live in Waterloo. 

Franceta Williamson, for the past 
four years a member of the Clarinda 
library staff, resigned to take the posi- 
tion as librarian at the state hospital 
December 1. She will also have charge 
of the medical library. 

Mrs. Grinnell Willis, of Morristown, 


















































New Jersey, will spend the early win- 
ter with her father, J. H. Tappert, 
Fairfield, and commute to Mount Pleas- 
ant to catalog the Worthington Collee- 
tion in the Mount Pleasant Publie Li- 
brary. Mrs. Willis was Katherine Tap- 
pert, of Pratt Library School, class of 
1910. She is now a trustee of the 
Morristown Public Library and a mem- 
ber of the Morris County (New Jersey ) 
Library Commission. 


NEWS FROM IOWA LIBRARIES 

Alta Vista—The Garden Club has 
assumed responsibility for the public 
library, which has been carried by the 
Commercial Club. 

Anamosa—The library has received 
a $5,000 bequest from the late Sarah 
Wood. This is in the form of a 160- 
acre farm three miles from the city. 

Boone—The 55th birthday of the 
Erieson Public Library was observed 
by an open house October 1, 1940. The 
redecoration of the entire library and 
addition of comfortable chairs added 
to the attractiveness of the whole. 

Cerro Gordo County— The county 
unit of the Friends of Libraries met 
Saturday, September 21, at Clear Lake 
state park for a picnic dinner. Hazel 
Thomas had charge of the program 
which was a round table discussion. It 
was decided to organize township units 
for work and education in library 
needs and to put on a book drive to 
help with the W. P. A. bookmobile. The 
officers were elected as follows: Mrs. 
R. V. Wilkinson, Rock Falls, chairman ; 
Mrs. Robert Furleigh, of Lake Town- 
ship, vice-chairman; and E. R. Stein- 
berg, Lime Creek, secretary-treasurer. 

Clarinda—The week of September 
30 to October 7 was celebrated as ‘‘ Roy 
Norton Week.’’ An oil painting, an 
enlargement of the frontispiece of his 
novel, ‘‘The Quaker,’’ donated by him 
to the library, was hung on his birth- 
day, September 30. 

Clarinda—aA contract with the junior 
high school has been made under which 
200 books will be borrowed from the 
public library to be exchanged every 
six weeks. 

Clarksville—The Woman’s Club has 


donated their books to the town which 
will carry on library service as a pub- 
lic service. Mrs. Opal Lee will con- 
tinue to act as librarian. 

Coon Rapids—The dedication of the 
new municipal library building was an 
important feature of the Homecoming 
Days celebration October 26, 1940. The 
library was built as a WPA project. 
It is a brick building 24-52 feet and 
makes adequate and attractive quar- 
ters for library use. 

ing—The story hours, sponsored 
by the Friends of the Library, are held 
Saturday mornings at 10 o’clock. Rural 
children are invited to share the stories 
with the children of Corning. 

Council Bluffs—Thousands of tramp- 
ing feet have worn the steps leading 
into the library in the years since 
they were built in 1905. Both steps 
and walk have been replaced for an- 
other 35 years of service. 

Creston—A gift of books valued at 
$100 have been sent from the publish- 
ers to the library by Mrs. Frank Phil- 
lips in memory of her mother’s birth- 
day. 

Dallas County—At a tea for Farm 
Bureau women, held in Adel Wednes- 
day, September 25, plans for the spon- 
sorship of a bookmobile project were 
discussed. Mrs. Chester Shirer, of 
Lucas County, told of the success of 
their plan. The Lucas County book- 
mobile was on display. 

Denison—Ruth Rule was appointed 
successor to Patricia O’Connor, who 
has resigned to take up a course of 
nursing. 

Des Moines—Library Club—A tea 
was held at the Cowles Library, Drake 
University, on Sunday, October 6, 
1940. Mrs. Jane Hutchens, author of 
‘‘John Brown’s Cousin,’’ told about 
her experiences in getting her book 
written and published. 

Des Moines—Public Library — The 
staff of the Boys and Girls library en- 
tertained friends at a Book Week tea 
in the Art Gallery, Tuesday, November 
12. The display of recent children’s 
books and originals of some of their 
illustrations loaned by publishers was 
enjoyed and appreciated by the guests. 
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A drive for books for hospital service 
was one feature of the Book Week 
observance. Since the hospital service 
was started in 1921, 115,000 books 
have been made available to patients 
in Des Moines hospitals, through week- 
ly trips. 

Dickinson County—Mrs. ©. H. Ar- 
thur, of Spirit Lake, is library chair- 
man of the county; Mrs. A. A. Brink- 
man, of Rolfe, is secretary; and Mrs. 
Carney Thompson, the third member 
of the committee. The committee rec- 
ommends that each township devote 
the January program to the study of 
library facilities. 

Free library cards are to be given 
to Farm Bureau members for the next 
six months by the Dickinson County 
Farm Bureau. 

The county library book service was 
represented at the Club Congress at 
the Dickinson County Fair in Spirit 
Lake in September. The Cerro Gordo 
WPA bookmobile was there on dis- 
play causing a great deal of interest 
in this kind of library service. 

Fort Dodge—The public library cele- 
brated its 50th anniversary on October 
9, 1940. A program was given in the 
library to which friends were invited. 
C. V. Findlay, president of the board, 
gave a history of the library. The 
Granger gift was presented by R. P. 
Doud, in the absence of Justice Rich- 
ard Mitchell. A mimeographed his- 
tory of the high points in the library’s 
history, compiled by Mr. Findlay, was 
distributed. This will be a valuable 
possession of the library in years to 
come. 

Gladbrook—<Appreciation of her ef- 
forts for getting the library started 
and keeping it going will be shown 
Mrs. J. O. King in the hanging of her 
portrait near the entrance to the li- 
brary. A bronze plate attached will 
give a brief history of the library. 

Indianola—Ruth Davis, for several 
months an assistant in the public li- 
brary, succeeds Edna Ogan, who re- 
signed recently. 

Iowa City—State University — Ruth 
Schley, Illinois, 1940, joined the staff 
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as an assistant in the order department 
in September. 

Marjorie Lee Cox, Illinois, 1940, is 
assistant in the reference and order 
departments. 

Jefferson—The members of the li- 
brary board entertained the teachers 
of Jefferson on October 21, 1940. The 
library was explained and ways in 
which it is able to help teachers and 
students in their work. 

Lakota—The public library was 
opened to the public for the first time 
in its new city hall home October 5, 
1940. New library rules are adopted 
and the days of opening will be changed 
to Wednesday and Saturday. 

Linn County—tThe librarians of Linn 
County organized at a breakfast meet- 
ing at Bishop’s Cafeteria, September 
21. About 25 librarians attended, rep- 
resenting Cornell College, Marion Pub- 
lie Library, Cedar Rapids Publie Li- 
brary, and Cedar Rapids school librar- 
ians. The following officers were 
elected: Alice B. Story, Cedar Rapids 
Public Library, president, and Mary 
Davidson, Cedar Rapids Publie Schools, 
secretary. 

Lucas County—A penny drive to help 
raise money for the purchase of new 
children’s books for the bookmobile is 
on in the rural and town schools 
throughout the county, and has re- 
sulted in great enthusiasm and a sub- 
stantial number of pennies from pupils 
and parents to the amount of $64.62. 

Books numbering more than 23,955 
have been loaned to adults and children 
since the bookmobile started its rounds 
on February 26, 1940. Registered bor- 
rowers number 1,008 children and 1,028 
adults. 

Manson—Mrs. W. T. Ries has been 
granted leave of absence and Mrs. 
Harry Cox will act as librarian while 
she is away. 

Marathon—Saturday, November 16, 
was the date for open house at Mara- 
thon. Over 90 people came to see the 
remodeled and redecorated library. 
Paint, paper, new floor covering, cur- 
tains, and an oil burner are among the 
improvements. 

Mason City—A new plan is being 


































































tried out for period of loan and pay- 
ment of fines. Books may be borrowed 
for three weeks. Fines are still two 
cents a day but the fine is cut in half 
if paid when the book is returned. 
This experiment is tried to see if cleri- 
eal work cannot be reduced. 

Carol Eastwold is taking the staff 
vacancy caused by the marriage of 
June Sloan. Miss Eastwold is a Min- 
nesota Library School graduate. 

Mediapolis—aA silver tea was held in 
the club room of the library October 22, 
in honor of the 25th anniversary of the 
library. A special birthday program 
was given and the library was inspect- 
ed. 

Muscatine—Trueda Monson, a gradu- 
ate of the Minnesota Library School, 
is the new children’s librarian at the 
P. M. Musser library. 

Onawa—Majayne Ropes is assistant 
librarian, taking the place of Margaret 
Frahm who was recently married. 

Osceola—Installation of two new sec- 
tions of shelving and the repair and re- 
decoration of the basement room are 
recent improvements in the library. 

Pella—Central College—iIn his gift 
of a new cork floor covering for the 
library, William E. Reed, of New York, 
has proved himself a real friend. ‘‘It 
gives the whole library such a warm, 
business-like atmosphere. Even the 
students say they feel like studying 
when they come in now,’’ writes the 
librarian, Mary L. Reed. 

‘The library handbook”’ is a study 
guide for students to learn how and 
where to locate reference books. The 
contents include a description of the 
library, library aids, rules and privi- 
leges, suggestions about compiling bib- 
liographies and book buying, guide to 
location of books, and plan of library. 
The freshmen students will use the 
handbook as a textbook for the first 
six weeks in their study, ‘‘How to get 
the most from your library.’’ 

Pella—Public Library — The Fort- 
nightly Club has presented the library 
with money for the purchase of chil- 
dren’s books. The Camera Club made 
a similar gift to be used to buy books 
on photography. 
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Peterson—A hobby corner sponsored 
by the home department of the Feder- 
ated Clubs of Iowa has been organized 
in the library and brings fresh interest 
to its work. The Camp Fire girls had 
their exhibits during November, the 
4-H clubs during December, and the 
Boy Scouts will have their exhibit in 
January. Individual exhibits will 
come later. 

Sac City—The generosity of Mrs. 
Amie Bailey is responsible for easier 
access to the public library. A light 
has been installed at the rear of the 
building, eliminating the climbing of 
steps for those who wish to use the 
paved alley and back walk. Mrs. 
Bailey resigned her position as a mem- 
ber of the library board this last sum- 
mer. Her interest in library welfare 
continues, as this thoughtful gift in- 
dicates. 

Sharpsburg—The Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union is sponsoring and 
maintaining a library in the rear of 
the Sharpsburg Savings Bank. Mary 
Ann Hamblin is acting as librarian. 
The public as well as students are in- 
vited to make use of the library. 

Storm Lake — Elizabeth Walpole, 
while at a convalescent home in Roch- 
ester recovering from an operation, 
was reelected librarian at a_ recent 
board meeting. Miss Walpole is plan- 
ning to return home shortly. 

Traer—More than 100 books were re- 
cently given to the library by Mrs. 
Frederick Harnwell, of Frederick, 
Maryland. 

Washington — Mrs. Grace Stephen 
was appointed l'brarian and Mrs. Ruth 
Lytle assistant in the same meeting at 
which the library board sent a note of 
appreciation, accompanied by a gift, to 
Eva G. Denny, for her long service as 
librarian. The following tribute paid 
Miss Denny shows the esteem in which 
she is held: ‘‘This week comes the an- 
nouncement of the resignation of one 
of Washington’s most capable and 
painstaking public servants, Eva G. 
Denny. For 34 years she has been 
city librarian and has catered to the 
wants of the reading public. It has 
been a personal matter to her and she 
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has carefully studied all new books 
published before she recommended 
them to the library board for she knew 
many ‘popular’ books had no place 
on the shelves of the public library. 
She knew the children so intimately 
that she not only selected proper books 
for them, but always books they en- 
joyed. It was a personal matter to 
her and she helped shape more lives 
than anyone can realize. 

‘*Miss Denny has carried on in spite 
of all kinds of physical odds, including 
a broken hip. As soon as she was 
able she directed things from her sick 
room and before very long was back 
on the job. She is not sick now, but 
has been advised against any strenuous 
work. She will have an opportunity 
to take up social affairs which she has 
given up for 34 years.”’ 


Changes in Library Boards 

Atlantic—Mrs. Dean Vogel succeeds 
Mrs. E. P. Chase, who has moved to 
Washington, D. C. 

Clarion—Mrs. ©. R. Banwell succeeds 
Mrs. N. J. Weber. 

Corwith—Members of the library 
board are as follows: Mrs. Rose Oxley, 
president; Mrs. Ellen De Groote, vice- 
president; Mrs. Mildred Gouge, secre- 
tary-treasurer; Mrs. Jennie Ellsworth; 
Mrs. Lottie Riggle; Mrs. Dorothy Wel- 
ter; and Mrs. Ethel Beer. 


Hampton—H. G. Doeringsfeld, su- 
perintendent of the Franklin County 
schools, was appointed to fill out the 
unexpired term of Mrs. Lou Mallory 
Luke. 

Harlan—Mrs. Fred Louis, Jr., was 
appointed to fill out the unexpired term 
of Mrs. B. B. Griffith, who has been 
identified with the library interests of 
the community since 1920 when, 
through her efforts, the council levied 
a tax for library support. She was 
secretary-treasurer of the board for 
24 years, resigning in 1939. She re- 


signs from the board now on account 
of prolonged absence from the city. 

Hillsboro—Mrs. Roland Newbold and 
Mrs. Vinton Hoaglin are new members 
on the library committee. 
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Jefferson—Serena Howard succeeds 
Mrs. Charles G. Cockerill who resigned. 

Letts—The officers of the library 
board are: Mrs. David Reddick, presi- 
dent; Lois Walter, vice-president ; Mrs. 
Harlan Foster, secretary, and Hallie 
Lee, treasurer. 

Manchester—Mrs. E. A. Brockmeier 
and Mrs. T. J. Matthews are appointed 
to the library board to succeed Mrs. 
Hattie Peterson and Mrs. E. M. Carr, 
who have asked to be relieved of their 
duties. 

Missouri Valley—Howard E. Wild- 
ing was appointed to the library board 
to succeed Louis Sahn, whose term ex- 
pired. 

Mount Pleasant—C. W. Cruikshank 
succeeds C. 8. Rogers, who resigned. 

Newton—John Diehl, attorney, suc- 
ceeds C. Allen Hogle, who moved from 
the city. 

Olin—The following make up the 
personnel of the public library board: 
Mrs. C. L. Brainard, president; Mrs. 
C. J. Brickley, vice-president; Mrs. 
Leon Stivers, secretary; Mrs. Paul 
Brown, treasurer; Mrs. Harry Stuart, 
Guy Macomber, and Dr. Truax, other 
members. 

Scranton—Mrs. Ethel Kline succeeds 
the Reverend G. D. Toole, who has 
moved away. 

Toledo—F. C. McClaskey was elected 
president of the library board at a 
recent meeting. Dr. A. A. Pace has 
been appointed to succeed E. A. Ben- 
son, who has been chairman for 14 
years. Mrs. R. B. Lichty succeeds Mrs. 
Agnes Dexter, the only one of the 
original members of the board left. 
Mrs. Dexter has served continuously 
since 1919. 

West Branch—T. A. Moore and Peter 
Vammen succeed Ross Stratton and 
E. L. Erlander as members of the 
Enlow Public Library board. 


Necrology 


Mrs. M. L. Brown, pioneer member 
of the Emmetsburg library board, died 
at the home of her son, Earl Brown, 
following a year’s illness October 6, 
1940. 
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Mrs. C. C. Gardner, founder of the 
Wellman Public Library, died October 
19, 1940, after a long illness. She 
served as president of the library board 
for many years. 

Mrs. Dorothy Geiger, a library trus- 
tee at North English, died November 
26, 1940, after a ten months’ illness. 
She was very interested in the library 
and had served as a member of the 
board since its organization. 


Mrs. C. E. Okey, member of the Cor- 
ning library board from 1903 until 
1939, died at her home September 3. 
One of the organizers of the first 
Corning library, which later became the 
present public library, Mrs. Okey had 
been closely associated with it until 
1939 when she resigned her position 
as president of the library board be- 
cause of failing health. She had spent 
several months in a St. Joseph hospi- 
tal, but showed improvement after her 
return home until she suffered a stroke 
a week before her death. 


Patton, who was a member of 
the Newton library staff for the last 
25 years, died in Providence hasp‘tal 
in Seattle, Washington, October 28, 
1940. Miss Patton had been librarian 
of the Newton Public Library from 
1922 until last year when at her re- 
quest she was placed in charge of the 
work with children. She resigned her 
position to go to Seattle to make her 
home with her sister, Mrs. E. B. Crane. 
Taken ill on the way west, she recov- 
ered and continued her journey. A 
recurrence of the illness was followed 
by an operation from which she was 
recovering when the sudden news of 
her death came to shock her many 
friends. 


Mrs. James P. Stephenson, for seven 
years a member of the State Library 
staff, died at her home in Des Moines 
November 28, 1940, after a long ill- 
ness. Mrs. Stephenson was instructor 
at Des Moines College before coming 
to the library. 

A regrettable error appeared in the 
September Quarterly in the confusion 
of two notices. Hilda G. Lundin, Belle- 
vue trustee, died February 17, 1940. 


She had been a member of the library 
board since July, 1937. She left a gift 
of $500 to the library. 

Emma Herman, a member of the 
Ericson (Boone) Library Board for 40 
years, died March 13, 1940. She always 
stood for the best in every line and the 
library feels the loss of a good friend 
in her passing. 


WANTED 
Iowa Geological Survey, v. 1 & 2, 
1858; v. 1 & 2, 1870; v. 4, 1894. 
North English Library wants to bu~ 
a good second hand card catalog. 
Lamoni wants a four drawer card 
eatalog, light oak. 


Elizabeth Lilly, treasurer of the Iowa 
Library Association, asks the libraries 
who pay memberships of 50¢ NOT to 
send this in stamps. Because the money 
must be deposited in the bank to the 
account of the Association, it is request- 
ed that it be sent by check or money 
order. 


Greetings From Miss Robinson 
1004 Magnolia Avenue 
Ontario, California 
Dear Iowa Library People: 

Your greetings from the Iowa Li- 
brary Association meeting at Burli ig- 
ton were received with gratitude and 
appreciation and the personal ca-ds 
and notes were much enjoyed. It is 
pleasant to be remembered. 

I should indeed be most happy to 
accept the kind invitation of your presi- 
dent to attend the 1941 meeting at 
Ames. We do not know what the year 
will bring forth but I hope that this 
year will find you closer to the attain- 
ment of your aims. ; 

During World War number one our 
books and our energies were divided 
between our homes and our country’s 
needs. At the present time our work is 
in our own country. In serving home 
we serve state and country. 

Success to you in this great work 
and to each of you personally. 

“  $Sineerely yours 
JULIA A. ROBINSON 
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